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Explore Aruba on the island’s Kukoo Kunuku party
bus .

Aruba’s nickname is "0One Happy Island’, and we can saa whiy.

The tiny Duich Ceribbean islend i2 located approxdimately 16 miles from the Sowth American
caaetline of Venezusla. It boaste celm glittering 3zure waters, sun-acaked shores and enjays &
tropical climata all yesr round.

Arubane are aome of the friendlieet people on the planet and the island has an ongaing Euccess
with tourists ag it enjays the highest repeat vieitor rate of any Caribbean deatinstion.

Pluzit's located outeide of the Carbbesn's hurmcans belt 21 the chances of & natural disaster ere
minimal.

There iz no warmer end exziting welcoms to Arube then hoping on board Kukao Kunuku, the
izfand"s flemboysnt open-gir party bua.

The =ix hour nightlife adverture beging with the bwa picking me from my hatel. | am introduced to
mmy perty metes, who are fallow ravellers from all owar the word.



Thia i hor party bus being tegothar taurtats from all oves tha world {Pletuna: Fskess Kunui)

Leading the way is Kukoo Funuku's dancing gueen Mama, who hes worked for the comgany for
ower 21 yaers.

She iz well-known on the island end na wiait to Arubs would be complate without 2aying heallo snd
having & dnnk or twa with her.

The party atmoaphere ie 22t with a lnvely playlist of classic hite, current chart tappers and reggae
tracks ta ehake our maracss slang to. We drive past the capital city Oranjestad and hesd towands
off-the—beeten—path spota that | might not hewve faund driving on my awn thaugh the etreets in
Aruba.

Cur first stap iz the California Lighthowae, which iz loceted at Hudishibena nesr Areshi Beach. Thia
picturasgus location is the parfect apot to watch Arube’a sunset and ==& the waves gently lap
against the beach.

After having a champsagne tosst by the 223 we are whisked awsy to one of Aruba's famous
landmarks — the Casilbari Rock Formationa, whene we enjoyed dinner under the stars at the
Ceasbari cafe.



Mlairmg B o o Enoba s mas? popular kesls ond o Fokeo Bumolo four haos? (Phefura: Kk ¥l )

‘With all the nicetiea out of the way wea =t off on Kukoo Kunuku's adventurous bar crawd, which

E2ES UE MEking pit stops et U-Wenna Besr and La Ronda, where we are given one free drink ticket
each.

The drinks menu includes Arube'a netional beer Balashi and Kukoo Kunuku's speciel cockiail, the
Lovers Kukaoo Kiss. Savvy perty goers purchase a Kukoo Kunuku souvenir bottle, which at 58 (£35)
gueraniess frae rafilla,



bg the night becomes merrier, we dress up a5 camival quesns, learn some local dances and the
grand finale seag Mams handpick eome of the men in the bar to perform a rendition of Village
Peaople’a YMCA.

The clock strikes midnight and even though its home time this party bua showa no gigne of slawinc
down, 30 much g0 I'm still shakang my maraces &= I'm dropped off back to my hotel.

Thea adwarbuenms party s abaps ot sl Bara sush s U Wanne Besr wheara The tours gus-ata com ming e sead
puarty with gueats [Pletuna: Fukmss Kunuku)

Anather exciting introduction to the warmth and hospitality of Aruba is the Bon Bini Festival, &
weakly folklonc music end dance festrvel in the iland's oldest building in Oranjestad.

Bon Bini means "Welcome’ in Papiamento, Aruba’s national language, which i en infusion of
Creole, Portuguese and Spanish. Thia calourful effair takes plece takes every Tueadsy inthe
outdoor courtyard of the historicel Fort Zourman.

‘When | arive | am grested by & hast of market stencs displaying local art worka, jewallery and
handorefted souvenirs. In addition ta food atalls selling the authentic and regional cuisine staples
like rice and paas, plantain end kabritu (goat stew).

The cultural immeraion baging with the MC teaching us about Aruba’s fascineting histary and key
Papiamento phresas auch as "Mi ta stimabe’ (1 lowe you). The affeir ende with & mini camival with
traditionelly costumed folldoric dancere performing on atage fallowead by a drumming bana
etomping their way to the frant with guests participating in the fun.



Both during the dey and night Anuba is full of beachee to escepe to for 3 spat of shade or seclusian.

On the igland’a north-wast carner, iz Eegle Beech, which iz regularly acclaimed ag ane of the
woirld's most besutiful beaches.

From first glimpse | can tell why it's one of Aruba's finest. It's 5 true natural beauty with an
unimtermupted stretch of glittering ivary =ands and the igland's iconic twin fofoti trees, which are
perfect for &n Inatagram mament.

Arube's Eagha Bagch lo wali-kmoem Tor s twin fofoll troeas. They mais for the perfect Inatagram phobers [Fletur: Kol
Blaka)

My favourite beach i Aruba's Baby Basch, loceted in Serae Calarada at the sauth-asatern tip of
the igfand. The waters here are shellow meaning non-swimmera can waddle out inta the ses for a
long distance and even touch the sea's bed.

The besch hea huts and refreshment stands swch as Big Mams Gnll, where my taste buds were
eblezed with a hearty plete of C=t=il, rice and pess, and coleslew.

Py favourite besch i= Aruba's Baby Besch, locsted in Seme Calareda st the south-esatemn tip of
the igland. The waters here sre shellow meaning non-swimmers can weddle out inta the ==afora
long distanca and ewen touch the s=a's bed.

The besch hea huts and refreshment etands swch as Big Mamis Grill, whess my taste buds were
eblszed with a hearty plate of Oxtsil, rice and pess, and colealew:.



If you"re up for it Blend life in Arubs can be quite an edventunoue, ag | discowerad during & walking
taur et Mirs La Mar in Arikok Mationel Park.

| put my endurence to the test ag | wesved and meandsered thraugh 20 miles of rugged desart
hiking traila. Prickly cactus planta ere to be found st almast every comer of this beewutiful
lancacape.

The hike iz grueling but worth it a2 | am rewsarded with bresthtaking views of the three highest
points in the izlend. Near to the perk is Fantein Ceve one of the izland"s most derkest end
myEterious epots an the izland.

| weae warnad that | may 2=e bets as | entered this ceve which iz located inside the grest grenite
rochka of Arnkok. The ceves iz both eerie and feacinating 3= it dizplays etched aymbolic drewings
from the Caguetiz Indisns, who were Arubs’zs earlieat inhabitant from over 8 1000 yesrs sgo.




Back imto the deylight | jump in an ATV and hesd down Anuba's bumpiest roed, The Highway,
caurtesy af ABC Towrs. We drive peat the palm-fringad besches and rock formetions inta the
gacrat havens of Anuba's naturel splendaur.

The back roade leed u= into stwnning sites such &3 Aruba's amezing ngtural bridges, which were
crasted about one million years ago and cen be found along the north coeat.

ABC Towrs Arubg ol low toerksts to gat ofT thes Basdan Srech o capbors Some of the Lsiond s netunal gams {Pleiura: Kala
Blakia)

We then tskz a dip in the steamy hot springs of the MNatural poal, which wes once waed 1o hold =28
turtles, and wandered through the Black Stone Baach whera yau'll find aome of the island’s
impraz=ive rocks.

While the Cerlbbesn tends not to be ss=ociated with atrest art it is 3 blossoming eres of
developmant in Anuba.

One of the most colowrful aress to explare in Arubs is San Micalag, wherz you'll find the remains of
the striking art crested dunng the izland’s first strest exhibit in September 2017,

12 leading =trest artiste from &ll stretchee of the globe — including Portwgal, Mexico, Kazakhzten,
the Methertands, Argenting, Curaceo and Gesmeny — used the architecture of San Micolzs in Arulza
gz their canvas.



Before | leewve the island | mest with one of the izlend s masat renawned artist Stan Kuiperi, wha wld
me more abaut his 40-yeer career and why Arubs ia the woeld'a next enticing destinetion far art.

‘Today we heve everything you can think of, everything thet iz done an the globsl zcens,
instellatianz, videa and performances, says Stan.

'‘Everything i= gaing on in Anubal It'a a short histary but we've mede & hugs lesp and progress in
whet's eing done here on this incredibly amsll island

It may e emell but Arubs iz definitely one island that packs a heppy punch.

Where to stay

Bucuti & Tars iz ona of Aruba’zs world cleas resorts leading the wey for places to stay on the igland.
Thiz four gtar edult-only boutigue-atyle pesis hes been opaned for 30 years and iz nestled awsy on
Eagle Beach

It's & modern praperty and ite secluded location makea for a romantic and stunning choice for
cauples end trevellera who are aesking an intimate emviranmant.

The reaort ie conveniently lacated nearby all mejar sttractions incleding the Aritak natianal perk
and iz only 10 minutes awsy from dowmntown Oranjested and 13 minwtes from the airport.
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Tha airfusieg Bucut! & Tora Baech Rasort koo four star sdutt-onty bout pei-styla oocalbs o e bed on Aruba ‘s Eag ke Baack
[Plchors: Bucut & Tans Bech Rusort]

Tha zarvice at Bucuti & Tera wes consistently impeccable and the steff contributed to making my
stzy full of peacs, love snd happinsza.

| stayed in the resort "= luxury coesnfront Tara suite, which offers incredible, unintemupted,
panaremic views of the Cenbbeen See The Tars suite iz mede for cormfort end comes complete
with 3 king-aized bed and = separate, elegantly decorsted living ares with ita own televizion and
=iz sitting eree



Bueufl & Tors Begch Rasrt™s howmry oescnfront Tees sults [Pletura: Bucet] & Tana)

‘With large balconi=g, you cen relex whilet watching the famaoue Aruben sunaet or if youw're an early
bird sunrig=. The luxurious bathroam hes welk-in shower end an electric mirmar with a built-in T

Breakfazt ie the most important meal of the dey end you won't want ta misz Bucwuti & Tara Baech
Resort Full &merican Breskfest Buffet deily st the beachfront Elementa Restsurant arin Tera

Lounga.

This Tk Bults Taatunas & wiale-in showss and an akaetriz s with s buls-is TV [Pletors: Bucart] & Tan)

Kuwani (0800 540 4263 7w kuoni couk) is offering 7 nights at the expfusive Bucuti & Tars
Beach Rezort from £2.215"* per person in 2 Supenor Garden wiew room. Price includes breakfast
amd retum fights with KLM frorm Londan Hesthrow:

*Ericed is based on a8 departure date of § September and is subject to svailability.



