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1 was so thrilled when the Aruba Tourism Authority invited me, on behalf of Once Wed,
to explore the white sand beaches of Aruba on the # Arubaldo tour! I spent four beauti-
ful days learning about what Aruba has to offer couples looking for a gorgeous honey-
moon, destination wedding, or vow renewal. I can’t wait to share my experience with
you!

After arriving at our absolutely stunning accommodations at the Bucuti & Tara Beach
Resort, we were given lavender scented towels and champagne to welcome us. That af-
ternoon, we watched a lovely vow renewal ceremony on the beach. A lot of couples
who are married in Aruba return to celebrate their anniversaries, so most hotels offer
special packages for return visits to couples who marry in Aruba. How great is that?!
On our first night on the island, we were invited to dinner at Papiamento, one of the
longest standing and most beloved restaurants in Aruba. And we were welcomed back
to our room at the Bucuti with a delicious cheese and fruit plate!
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After we woke up for our first full day on the island, we met for an ABC Tours Jeep sa-
fari through the Arikok National Park, taking a ride in a 4x4 through the rugged
Aruban landscape over desert — like terrain, jagged rocks, and in between cacti up and
down the northern shore. We loved the adrenaline-packed ride through the Arikok Na-
tional Park, and it may be the perfect honeymoon activity for thrill-seekers coming to
Aruba. Make sure to stop for lunch at Boca Prins, the park’s only full-service restaurant,
offering stunning views of the rugged coastline. After our Safari, we wound down with
massages at the Zoia Spa at the Hyatt Regency Aruba Resort Spa and Casino, which was
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absolute perfection. We concluded our second fun-filled day in Aruba with a delicious
sunset dinner at Pinchos Bar & Grill.

The next morning was like a dream; we were swept away to breakfast on Renaissance
Island where flamingos literally walked down the beach right in front of us. I
couldn’t believe my eyes! They were so docile and beautiful. I even had the chance to
feed them by hand. Renaissance Island is a private beach (for Renaissance Resort guests
only) and a fantastic place for you to escape during your honeymoon, and its seclusion
makes it the perfect location for a wedding ceremony. The island can do pretty much
anything for your wedding including a fireworks show as a farewell to your wedding
guests.

Next, we were taken to snorkel with Tranquilo Sail on the Island. Tranquilo
Sailing Charters take visitors into the water to experience exclusive snorkeling locations
around the island’s brilliant coral reef formations. After sharing this day with the
wildlife of the Renaissance Island, we returned to the main island for another magnifi-
cent sunset dinner at one of the local dining destinations, La Trattoria El Faro Blanco. La
Trattoria has become the most famous Italian restaurant on the island because of its de-
lightfully rich Italian food and 360 degree view of the island. The views from the light-
house were incredible!

After breakfast on Saturday, we were taken for beach tennis lessons, which is similar to
traditional tennis but combined with a little bit of beach volleyball and badminton. Our
next activity was even more fun...stand up paddleboard (SUP) and windsurfing lessons
with Aruba Active Vacations! Aruba is full of land and water sports, and SUP, along
with windsurfing, is one of the most popular activities. Because the island enjoys such
favorable wind and weather all year long, Aruba has become the windsurfing capital of
the world. Just another activity that you can enjoy pre or post wedding!

During our final evening on this beautiful trip, we ate at White Modern Cusine, which is
a farm-to-table restaurant on the island that sources almost all of their organic ingredi-
ents locally in Aruba. We fell in love with the modern cooking techniques Chef Urvin
Croes uses in this innovative restaurant, The “Aruban Summer Salad” alone consisted
of 30 plants and flowers grown on Aruba! Everything about our last evening was abso-
lutely perfect.
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I was so sad to leave this magical island, but I learned that it is much more than a hon-
eymoon destination. The Aruba Tourism Authority showed me that in Aruba, you can
make your wedding an entire experience rather than just a simple ceremony ...

Imagine gathering your friends and family for a few days prior to your nuptials to enjoy
some snorkeling, horseback riding, or laying on one of the many beaches up and down
the island. You can prep for the wedding by visiting the spa, and with professional hair
stylists and makeup artists close by to help, you’'ll still be able to have the wedding
you've always thought you would. The hotels on the island have their own
wedding planners for you to call upon to plan the details, from the photographer to the
flowers, in advance. Having everything ready for you when you arrive allows you to
enjoy every second of your wedding. Think about waking up the day after your wed-
ding and immediately starting your honeymoon. The Aruba Tourism Authority has ac-
tually started an online registry for your guests to help purchase parts of your honey-
moon- like island activities, dinners, and car rentals. Just another way they make it easi-
er for you to have your destination wedding in Aruba!

We just loved everything we saw on our # Arubaldo tour, and we hope you'll consider
this magniticent Caribbean gem for your wedding day! Look for pictures of our tour by
searching the instagram hashtag # Arubaldo and follow the Aruba Tourism Authority at
@arubatourism. Visit aruba.com to start planning your escape.
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